
GRAND FORKS COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 
October 21, 2003 – 4:00 P.M. 
 
The Board met pursuant to adjournment with Commissioners Malm, Triplett, Murphy 
and Yahna present.  Commissioner Kvasager absent. 
 
Moved by Triplett, seconded by Yahna, to approve the minutes of the October 1, 2003 
meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Murphy, seconded by Yahna, to approve the order of agenda with item 6 being 
discussed after item 8.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Yahna, seconded by Triplett, to approve the consent agenda.  Items in the 
consent agenda included employee status changes, bills as submitted by the County 
Auditor, Check #23119 thru Check #23348 in the amount of $492,859.31, approval of 
overtime, Veteran Service Officer Report, bonds for check reissue and sale of W1/2 Lots 
7-9, Block 16, Original Townsite Inkster to Inkster City for $20.00.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Triplett, seconded by Murphy, to recess for a closed executive session.  
Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Yahna, seconded by Triplett, to end the executive session and resume the 
regular meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Carol McMahon, Planning and Zoning Administrator, addressed the board. 
 
Moved by Triplett, seconded by Murphy, to approve a Manufactured Home Permit 
application by Sean Jenson for a 1979 28X48 Manufactured Home to be located in the 
SE ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 21, Township 151 North, Range 51 West, Brenna 
Township as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
Moved by Murphy, seconded by Yahna, to approve a Manufactured Home Permit 
application by Paulette Aaker for a 2003 28X52 Manufactured Home to be located on Lot 
C of Harley Bucholz Survey in the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ , Section 21, Township 151 
North, Range 51 West, Brenna Township as recommended by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 
 
Moved by Triplett, seconded by Yahna, to approve an Approach Permit application by 
Jeff and Shirley Hussey to be located off 15th Avenue NE in the SE ¼ of the SW ¼ , 
Section 16, Township 151 North, Range 51 West, Brenna Township as recommended by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
Teresa Handeland, 2350 22nd Ave NE, addressed the board. 
 
Mike Juntunen, Attorney representing Lavern Berger, addressed the board. 
 
Moved by Triplett, seconded by Murhpy, to close down the excavation operation of 
Lavern Berger located in Section 17, Township 152 North, Range 52 West, Blooming 
Township unless a Special Use Permit application and associated paperwork is filed with 
the Planning and Zoning Office by October 24, 2003, as recommended by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 



 
Moved by Murphy, seconded by Yahna, to receive and file the petition recommending 
closure of the Lavern Berger Inert Landfill, Blooming Township, Grand Forks County, 
ND.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Triplett, to reject the bid from RTS Shearing LLC because it was received 
after the bid acceptance deadline.  Motion dies for a lack of second.   
 
Moved Murphy, seconded by Yahna, to waive the technicality on a bid from RTS 
Shearing LLC, that it was received late. Motion failed, with Murphy and Yahna voted 
aye, Triplett and Malm voting nay. 
 
Moved by Murphy, seconded by Triplett, to open the bids.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Murphy, seconded by Yahna, to reject the bids from Gowan Construction, 
modify the bid specifications and to start the rebidding process on the demolition of the 
buildings in Northwood. Motion carried. 
 
Don Shields, Public Health Director, addressed the board. 
 
Melaine Metz, Licensed Dietician from Public Health, addressed the board. 
 
Kathy Mack, Registered Nurse from Public Health, addressed the board. 
 
Donna Bernhardt, Licensed Dietician from NDSU Extension, addressed the board.   
  
Moved by Murphy, seconded by Triplett, to appraise the real estate acquired by tax deed 
and to set the minimum sale price at the amount of 5 years taxes due, plus special 
assessments, penalties, interest and costs, plus amount equal to the estimated taxes and 
special assessments for the current assessment year plus $100 and set the Property 
Appraisal hearing for November 4, 2003 at 4:05pm.  Motion carried. 
 
Debbie Nelson, Finance and Tax Director, gave a financial report for September of 2003. 
 
Moved by Triplett, seconded by Murphy, to eliminate one position because of attrition 
and to promote all Operator II’s to Operator III’s in the Highway Department, with an 
addition to the job descriptions to clarify the amount of experience required for each 
position, effective November 1, 2003. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Triplett, seconded by Yahna, to provide Social Services employees with the 
same benefits as Grand Forks County employees, as far as, personal days, sick leave pay 
back, use of family sick leave, funeral leave, allow them to negotiate for raises, and 
longevity pay, as long as their pay is less than the merit system maximum, to be effective 
January 1, 2004.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Yahna, seconded by Murphy, to adjourn.  The next meeting will be held on 
November 4, 2003.  
 
      _________________________________ 
      Gary Malm, Chairman 
      Grand Forks County Commission 
_____________________________ 
Debbie Nelson, County Auditor 


